Position on the supply of unregistered gases for
medicinal use
Document No. 143-007 (Version 03)

Foreword
This position statement represents the view of the members of ANZIGA. It is approved by the
Board of Directors of ANZIGA, meaning that all members endorse and promote its contents in
Australia and New Zealand.

Introduction
It has been reported that unregistered gases have been supplied for medicinal use in some
instances. Other reports indicate that some doctors may have condoned the use of an
"industrial" version of a registered gas to reduce monetary burden on the user.
The regulation of gases for medicinal use exists for the protection of the people these medicines
are administered to. The Code of Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) is intended to ensure
that medicines are manufactured to standards appropriate for medicinal use. Medicine
registration is intended to ensure that only safe and efficacious products are supplied.

Position

Scope
Any gases (single and mixed gases, including made-to-order mixtures) supplied for medicinal use.
Requirement
Members of ANZIGA, including their subsidiaries or agents are committed to:
•

supplying gases for medicinal use that are either registered with the Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA, in Australia) or MedSafe (in New Zealand), or made available under
any relevant schemes administered by the TGA or MedSafe

•

ensuring that they do not supply industrial or other unregistered gases for medicinal use

•

eliminate the decanting of registered gases into other cylinders (decanting from a registered
gas by an unlicensed manufacturer results in an unregistered gas)

•

promoting to customers, their obligation under the law, to only use gases that are registered
or otherwise permitted by the TGA or MedSafe for medicinal use
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If it is determined unregistered gases are being supplied for medicinal use, members of ANZIGA
are to commit to the prompt cessation of supply.

Yours sincerely,
The Australia New Zealand Industrial Gas Association
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Disclaimer
This publication contains information sourced by anziga from its members and third parties. The
information is summary in nature and intended only as a guide or overview. While anziga has
taken care to ensure the accuracy of the information, you should not rely on the information as
being suitable for your particular circumstances. The information is also not intended to replace
any training required by the regulatory authorities or which may generally be desirable.
Legislation and approved standards concerning the subject matter of this publication may apply.
You should obtain appropriate legal or technical advice and you should also refer to the
applicable legislation and any relevant approved standards to ensure compliance with your legal
obligations. To the extent permitted at law, anziga in its own right and on behalf of its members
expressly disclaims liability for all loss, including damage to or loss of property, personal injury,
death and economic loss, that may arise as a result of negligence, or other tort, or breach of
statutory or contractual obligation, on the part of anziga or any of its members in the
preparation, circulation and distribution of this publication.
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